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Exchange is the theme of the 2016 CEFPI Australasia Regional Conference. The 
conference will be a marketplace for the exchange of ideas, and asks:
• What do educators have to exchange with designers?
• What do designers have to exchange with educators?
• What do students have to exchange with us all?
• Who leads exchange?
• How do we start and maintain a process of cultural change?
• How should we be allocating our resources to support learning?

Welcome to the Melbourne ‘Exchange’ Conference Newsletter No. 2

Keynotes confirmed!
We are excited to 
welcome five keynote 
speakers to Melbourne 
in 2016:
Prof. Richard Elmore, USA; 
Sarah Martin, NZ; 
Dr. Yong Zhou, USA; 
Judith Horrill, AUS; and 
Prof. Kim Dovey, AUS

We will introduce them 
to you newsletter by 
newsletter.

ABSTRACT: Today, the exchange of ideas 
about what is taught, how it is taught 
and where learning best takes place is 
challenging accepted theories of education 
and established norms in schools.  Embracing 
collaborative practices, digital tools and the 
affordances of new learning spaces has led 
to the abandonment of many aspects of 
traditional schooling at Stonefields School in 
Auckland, New Zealand.  ‘Thinking forward’ has 
become a way of being.  At Stonefields School, 
courageous teachers work collaboratively 
to pursue opportunities to challenge past 
practices, inquire and ‘make stuff better’ for 
learners.  Through conscious leadership work, 
contemporary practices have been developed 
through the mobilisation of people through 
a) actively establishing effective teams, b) 
listening sincerely to learners’ voices and c) 
growing community engagement. This keynote 
presentation will delve into the highs and 
lows of what has been a ‘strategically organic’ 
journey in establishing a new school, and in 
so doing explore the many forms of exchange 
that have aided the process. The role of space, 
as ‘built pedagogy’, will also feature, as spatial 
interventions at the school have played a 
significant role in the creation of a school for 
today – and tomorrow.

Sarah is foundation Principal at Stonefields 
School in Auckland, which opened in 
2011. She is an enthusiastic, passionate, 
and forward thinking educator, with a 
commitment to improving outcomes 
for all learners. As both a teacher and 
leader, she has developed a range of skills 
to collectively build change momentum, 
enable the development of collaborative 
high functioning teams, and authentically 
embrace student voice in the project of re-
imagining what learning really matters.

Keynote Speaker Introduction:

Sarah Martin
Principal, Stonefields School, NZ 

Focusing on What Matters: Realising a Vision for 
Learning



Preshil, The Margaret Lyttle Memorial 
School is considered to be Australia’s 
longest operating ‘progressive’ school. 
More than 80 year old, it has enjoyed a long 
history of educational and architectural 
innovation. The primary school campus, 
Arlington, includes seven buildings designed 
by renowned Melbourne architect Kevin 
Borland. This “radical and playful series 
of buildings” won the RAIA bronze medal 
in 1972 and “give expression to Borland’s 
personal motto that ‘architecture is not the 
faint hearted’”. Indeed, “Borland famously 
designed the buildings in collaboration with 
the students, whom he saw as his clients. 
The result is a series of extraordinary spaces 
that challenge and charm. Unexpected 
twists, such as secret trapdoors, 
mezzanines and cubby spaces encourage 
children to explore, and develop their 
physical, spatial and creative skills”. While 
many schools departed from the open-plan 
spaces of the 1970’s, Preshil has celebrated 
them since they were built, demonstrating 
an enduring alignment between educational 
philosophy and space, and making little 
of the threshold between indoor and 
outdoor spaces to encourage teachers and 
students to realise the potential of this 
wonderful rambling campus.

At Camberwell High School students are 
encouraged to take an active role in their 
own learning. Innovative approaches to 
learning encourage every student to achieve 
their potential and pursue their passions 
and interests as learners. Students are 
encouraged to think through problems and 
develop creative solutions to real world 
challenges.  This learning process enables 
students to develop deep understanding, 
and helps develop a sense of responsibility, 
both academically and personally within the 
community.

In 2013 the Enterprise Centre was opened.  
Replacing a set of relocatable classrooms, 
the project brought the school’s learning 
landscape principles to life, providing a 
facility designed to support the growth of 
independent and interdependent learners.  
The ‘E’ Centre is home base for the Year 9 
community of learners and is a dynamic 
space, designed to provoke inquiry and is 
the result of a highly collaborative process 
that brought together the strengths 
of students, educators, designers and 
planners. Collaboration between the school, 
the education consultant and the design 
team was critical for the creation of an 
environment, which in the words of a Year 
9 student “is a new way of thinking about 
learning”.

Programme Peak – Site Visit Teaser
TOUR 5 – Theory & Practice: A Constant Dialogue & 
Process of Innovation             
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Walking Tours

Free-to-enter education 
spaces and design 
exemplars abound in 
Melbourne.  Take yourself 
on a tour through 
Melbourne’s laneways, 
to the National Gallery, 
the Melbourne School of 
Design, the RMIT Design 
Hub, ACMI, Fed Square 
stage and Edge Theatre...  

Our city is a learning 
place. Come and join us.

Follow, Like and Join in.  
The Exchange Starts 
NOW!
              http://exchange.cefpi.org.au/
               
                
              @A4LE_Australia
   

              www.facebook.com/cefpiexchange

Questions regarding the conference, 
contact BCC Management Conference & 
Events
M: 0400 964 696

What is happening to 
CEFPI?

We are changing 
our name to the 
Association for Learning 
Environments (A4LE). 
Stay tuned for more 
information.


